
The UK Civil Hydrography 
Programme - 

Now and Into the Future



The Civil Hydrography The Civil Hydrography 
ProgrammeProgramme

• Why do we do it?
• Where do we do it?
• How much do we do?



Current MCA Current MCA 
Hydrography StrategyHydrography Strategy

• Maximise hydrographic benefit to the mariner
• A healthy and effective partnership:

– An efficient and financially healthy UKHO to produce 
and provide navigational products

– Efficient and financially healthy data exploiters (e.g. 
SeaZone) to provide wider-market products

– An efficient and well-funded MCA CHP to provide 
source data

– Demonstrate the Value of CHP work to DfT, Wider 
Government and the public.



And Taking It ForwardAnd Taking It Forward……

• Maximise partnerships with other organisations 
(to improve efficiency and avoid duplication) e.g. 
DORIS, INTERREG, SE Coastal Monitoring, 
Devon Wildlife Trust, Crown Estate.

• An inclusive COSH (now CHATS!) and Hydro 
Data Sharing MoU.

• Make CHP data discoverable and widely 
available.

• Better use of GIS for survey prioritisation



Partnerships, CHATS and 
MoUs… 

Working Together



Enabling PartnershipsEnabling Partnerships

• Inclusive CHATS
• Assignable contracts
• Extendable contracts
• Costing Tool
• Hydro Data Sharing MoU



MCA MoU with DEFRA
• Free data sharing 

between 
participants

• Co-ordination of 
surveys

• Web-page with 
downloadable 
metadata shapefiles

www.mcga.gov.uk/hydrography



JIBS Data Available for Download 
https://jetstream.gsi.ie/jibs/index.html





INIS Hydro
• Bid for 3Million Euros of 

INTERREG IV funds
• Partnership with:

– Agri –Food and Biosciences 
Institute

– Geological Survey of Ireland
– Irish Marine Institute
– Northern Lighthouse Board 

(Scotland)
– Scottish Association for Marine 

Science
– United Kingdom Hydrographic 

Office



Data Discoverability (Now)



MCA Metadata  in Shapefile format
• ISO-Compliant
• Search on area
• Search on year
• Search on 

contractor
• Search on 

season
• Etc etc.

www.mcga.gov.uk/hydrography



Let’s look at some metadata!



Data Discoverability Contd.Data Discoverability Contd.



Data Availability



Availability of MCA Data (Now)
• Dense bathymetry data is available at negligible 

cost (cost of disemination) in “Generic Sensor 
Format” from SeaZone

• SeaZone can also provide “Value-Added” data 
as thinned GIS-compatible files at commercial 
cost.



Availability of CHP Data (Next 
Year)

• The Cabinet Office “Power of Information 
Review” report recommends:
– “It is the Taskforce's view that 'freeing up' geospatial 

data should be a priority.”
– Public information should be available at marginal 

cost, which in practice means for free online.
– “Freeing up the UK’s mapping and address data for 

use in new services”



How to Obtain CHP Data (Next 
Year)

• The MCA will work with the MEDIN DAC 
to deliver source CHP data free of charge 
by the end of next year.

• It is the MCA’s intention to request other 
government organisations to commit to 
data sharing and programme sharing in 
return for free use of CHP data.





Thankyou 

rob.spillard@mcga.gov.uk 
www.mcga.gov.uk/hydrography
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